Introduction
Enter In is about so much more than funding a building, it really is about
Making Disciples. True, we can Make Disciples without a building, yet
we continually return to this building. We invite our families to the
building. We invite our friends to the building. We host parties in the
building. We have weddings in the building. We attend funerals in the
building. We are counseled in the building. We fellowship in the
building. We worship God in the building. We wrestle with God in the
building. We remember His sacrifice in the building. We are taught in
the building. We are baptized in the building. We return from our
prodigal years in the building. We repent in the building.
These things are at the heart of discipleship. While the building isn't
necessary for discipleship, we sure do seem to use it for discipleship.
But we want you to understand, we could build a building, pay for the
building, and even fill the building with people, but at the end of the day
it is about Making Disciples. Think about this, if we have a bigger
building, pay it oﬀ, and even fill it with people, yet fail to Make Disciples,
how are we any diﬀerent than any other public place?
As we take this 21 day Spiritual Journey, please understand this is not a
journey about money and a building. This is a journey about you and
your walk with Christ, how can you Encounter Jesus, how can you
grow to Know Christ more, how is He calling you to Reflect Him?
Will you Enter In? Will you make room in your life for Him to make a
disciple out of you?

Using this Devotional
Our prayer is that as we take this spiritual journey together we would be
drawn deeper into discipleship, because that is really what this
campaign is about. No matter who you are, or how long you’ve been in
church, discipleship always begins in the same place, encountering
God’s love for us.
As we begin our discipleship journey and grow in understanding that
God Loves Us, we naturally reciprocate and Love God. Continued
growth leads us to the understanding that to Love God means to Love
People.
These three themes; God Loves Us, We Love God, and We Love
People will shape this spiritual journey. Each day will focus on one of
the themes.
The devotional writers were given a question to frame their devotion.
God Loves Us: How does this passage help me better understand
God’s love?
We Love God: How does this passage call/equip me to better love
God?
We Love People: How does this passage call/equip me to better
love people?
Each day you will begin by reading the Scripture, it would be good for
you to read with these questions in mind. After reading the Scripture,
take some time to read the devotional thoughts. Then spend some time
in prayer with God over what He has shown you through your reading.

Day 1: God Loves Us
1 John 4:9-10: Forest Tague

In this passage John wants to explain love to us. He wants us to
understand what love is and what it is not. He wants to understand that
love is not a feeling or an emotion. John’s not talking about conditional
love, “I love you for…”, “I love you if …”, “I love you when …”. He’s not
talking about romantic love, love that makes your heart go pitter pat
when you see your special someone. He’s talking about unconditional
love.
So, what is unconditional love? Unconditional love is a choice. It’s
choosing to love someone when they hurt you. It’s choosing to love
someone when they turn their back on you. It’s choosing to love
someone when they lie about you or to you. It’s choosing to love
someone when they are being unlovable. You might ask, “How can we
do this?” This is diﬃcult. This is hard. I don’t know if I can do this. Well,
this is exactly what God did in this passage.
God chose to love us when He sent His one and only Son. We have
hurt Him, turned our backs on Him, lied about Him and to Him and
sometimes are just unlovable toward Him, yet He still came to this
earth, went to the cross and then died in our place. He chose us, you
and me. Now we have a choice to make. Will we choose to love as
Christ loved us, or as the world loves?
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Day 2: We Love God
John 14:15: Barb Hodge

WOW! What a powerful and simple verse. Yet, is it? Is loving Jesus and
obeying His commands simple? To first answer that question, let’s
define “simple”.
Simple: Easily understood or done; presenting no diﬃculty.
As Christians, our answer should absolutely be: YES! If we are
completely honest with ourselves, loving Jesus is the simple part. The
diﬃcult portion is: “…, you will obey what I command.” Why is this so
diﬃcult?
How do we know what Jesus is commanding? We need to read our
Bible! In Luke 10:25-26 is the story of a lawyer trying to put Jesus to the
test. Jesus’s response: “What is written in the law? How do you read
it?” Did you catch that? “How do you read it?” He’s not asking: How
does your minister, your parents, or even your friends read it? That’s
how we know what Jesus is commanding. As we read His Word, He will
reveal it.
Now, back to my question: Why is obeying what Jesus commands so
diﬃcult? To be quite blunt… it is our selfishness! We want to do things
our way. Do we even know what God’s way is, what Jesus is
commanding? As we read His Word, He will reveal how He wants us to
live – how to obey what He commands. The more we love Jesus, read
and understand His Word, we start wanting what He wants. It becomes
simple to love and obey.
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Day 3: We Love People
1 John 4:7-21: Steve Latham

Over time, the true meaning of a word can change or become lost. This
usually happens because of the “things of today”. Depending upon
which internet source you use, the word “love” has between six and
eight diﬀerent meanings. The love that is described throughout the
Bible, the love that God has for everyone, the love that Jesus showed
the world, is called “Agape”.
Agape is unconditional love. Agape considers all human beings,
children of God. It is a verb. Agape extends grace without condition. It
sees a need and takes action before there is a request. It is outreach
without pre-qualifications. It is expression without hesitation, judgement
or condition. It is compassion without a need for explanation or
understanding.
Agape is responding kindly and lovingly to the driver that just cut you
oﬀ. It is friending someone, even if you’ve been unfriended. Agape
might involve congratulating a co-worker that you thought was
deceptive or dishonest to advance their position and it even means
praying for the souls of the victims of a violent attack while also praying
for the soul of the terrorist, all in the same breath.
Agape is being open to the will of God, submitting to the invitation of
the Holy Spirit and taking action without forethought, fear or hesitation.
The world will know we are His disciples by our love for one another.
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Day 4: God Loves Us
Deuteronomy 7:7-9: Adam Hoagland

This passage is spoken by Moses to the Israelites, God’s chosen
people. He speaks of God’s love for them and of the covenant He is
faithful to keep with them as they love Him and keep His
commandments. We know of no other reason for their divine favor
other than the faithfulness of their ancestors. How does this Scripture
help me better understand God’s love for me?
Of course, one can love and not be loved in return but for love to be
experienced the way God intended it, both parties must make that
choice. God’s covenant with the Israelites does not mean that He loves
them more than anyone else, it just shows us the pattern for how we
are to respond to His love. He loves them and makes a covenant with
them. They respond by loving Him and keeping His commandments. 1
John 4:19 “We love because He first loved us.”
God oﬀers us a new covenant: a covenant of reconciliation to Himself
through Jesus Christ. It is forged in His blood, not our own. As we are
presented with this covenant, we must make a choice to reciprocate
the love that He so freely gave. When we accept this covenant, the
Lord begins to transform us; we are continually being reconciled and
our love returns to Him and extends to others. “By this all people will
know that you are My disciples if you have love for one another.” John
13:35.
Reflect on an estranged relationship. Why is love not being
reciprocated? What is it about this relationship that you believe God
cannot reconcile? Think about your relationship with Jesus. What did
He hold back to reconcile you?
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Day 5: We Love God
Psalm 73: Derrick Jackson

Why does our love for God change? Why do we let diﬀerent
circumstances determine how much, or little, we love God? To me the
answer is simple. We put too much focus on Earthly things. If we would
stay focused on heavenly, or Godly, things our love for Him would
never diminish, but increase each and every day.
I think we fall into the trap of verses 2 and 3 far too often. We proclaim
our trust and love for God while we continue to struggle day to day with
the trials of this life. We press on and endure hoping for some relief
along the way. All the while, we watch arrogant and ungodly people
prosper and succeed.
We feel left behind or abandoned by God because they have what we
think we need. They have money, fame, good jobs, and possessions.
Since they have these things, our love for God dwindles because we
think He doesn’t care or isn’t taking care of our needs.
Colossians 3 tells us to keep our hearts set on things above where
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. If you can keep your focus on
Christ then that’s all you will ever need. Verses 23-26 say it perfectly.
Don’t let circumstances of this life make you love God less. He is
always there for you.
So what do you desire on earth other than God? Is your love for Him
greater than your circumstances?
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Day 6: We Love People
Romans 12:3-21: Chris Nickle

If you are like me, reading Romans 12:3-21 you start a little checklist in
your head. In verse 3,“be humble”...”Check”. In verse 9 “Love is
sincere, Hate evil”...”Check,Check”. Verses 10-12 “Be devoted to one
another, be joyful in hope, patient in aﬄiction, faithful in prayer”...four
more “Checks”. Even though I am not perfect I feel like I am close
enough to say I got it or I know what I need to do to get closer to
perfect. If we could stop there and not finish the chapter (14-21) how
much easier would life be?
“Bless those who persecute you” … that is hard, but I think I can.
“Bless and do not curse”...nope. Raining down curses on those who
persecute us is a national past time. “Do not repay evil for evil”, “Do
not take revenge..” full stop.
Now if you are like me, your first thought when reading verse 20 “by
being loving to my enemy I will heap burning coals on their head” was,
“I am in”. (evil grin and chuckle go here). The problem is that this
thinking is not supported anywhere else in scripture. We are to show
love and kindness for our enemies, but not so the Lord will burn them,
but so they will see the diﬀerence in how we treat them. In doing this
they will be convicted to seek out the reason for our actions of Love
and find the Lord in the process.
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Day 7: God Loves Us
John 14:20: Sue McCann

How do we know how much God loves us? One way is to look at the
many ways God refers to our relationship in His Word. Here are just a
few:
He is the Shepherd, I am one of His sheep. (John 10:11)
He is the Master, I am a servant. (John 13:13-16)
To be even a lowly servant of the most high God is quite an honor. But
God isn’t satisfied to leave the relationship there. He wants to draw us
ever-closer. He refers to us as His friends (John 15:15), and then, His
very own children (1 John 3:1)! Even that is not close enough for our
loving God. Jesus says that the Spirit of God comes to dwell within
each believer, bringing us into unity with the Father (John 14:15-20).
God wanted so much to be in a close relationship with us forever, that
He was willing to pay the ultimate price, His precious Son, to bring us
into an ever-closer relationship with Him. That divine love is what sends
the Spirit of God in relentless pursuit of each of us.
How amazing to be the object of such devoted love! But what is even
more amazing is that this love was directed toward us, even when we
were God’s enemies! (Romans 5:8) This kind of love is beyond human
comprehension. May we remember, and love God with our whole
selves, as He has loved us!
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Day 8: We Love God
Deuteronomy 6:1-25: Joe Ragsdale

How do you start your day? What is it that sets the tone for how your
day is to be completed? Say this with me, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength.”
We are commanded to Love God. We are given instructions in this
passage on how we should apply it to our life. When Jesus was asked
in Mark 12:28-29 which of these is the greatest commandment, He
recites Deuteronomy 6:4-5.
So as you start your day I ask that you apply this commandment in your
thoughts, in your words, and in your actions so that all those around
you can witness the love that is to be shown to God for all the things
He has done for us.
So repeat with me one more time “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your mind and with all your soul and with all your strength.”
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Day 9: We Love People
Matthew 25:31-46: May Felix

Must doing this make me feel guilty? Yes, God seems to work that way.
Join me, please, as we think it through.
This passage could not be much clearer to understand. If you wish,
read it again and apply it to your life, (or mine, or ours.)
Love Others
Our world contains people who perhaps don’t deserve our love; with
abuse, hate, sin. But they too are children of God. Could our love make
a diﬀerence, especially our prayers?
Has God given us permission not to love? He did say some are
doomed to be last, but that’s His decision. His instruction, command, is
to love.
Remember, too, Jesus’ words were “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and all your soul, and with all your mind and with all
your strength…You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
But love people, all of them? Maybe our neighbors, especially if they
treat us kindly, or are in agreement with us, or go to the same school or
the same church or other fine points we possess.
Again, do some not deserve our love? Wait, do we deserve theirs?
Their salvation could be their hope through our love. Should our goal be
to be lovable and loving? “Do unto others as you would have them do
to you.” Great changes can be made in our lives and others’ with the
sharing of love. Let’s do it, love as God does.
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Day 10: God Loves Us
Colossians 3:1-4: Jake Bush

Many of you may not know this about me, but I really love technology
and the advances that are made with mobile phones. Over the years, I
have tried many diﬀerent phones and have grown to love one particular
phone. I love the Google Pixel line and the android operating system
that is on it. Recently, I took a new job. My new employer will provide
any phone that I want so long as it can be bought from AT&T.
Unfortunately, AT&T does not carry the Pixel line of phones. UGH. I did
a lot of research and ended up settling for a Samsung phone. I have
made a few tweaks to the phone to get it to look like a Pixel. I have
done some more to get it act like a Pixel. However, there is always
something that reminds me this is not the real thing. This is just an
imitation of the real Pixel.
In the same way, there are many imitation gods out there. Some may
provide us temporary happiness. Some may help us temporarily forget
about our pain. Some may even tell you that you can get to heaven
through them.
But, God…. God is the original. Others are fashioned after Him in one
way or another to look like God or to act like God. But they are knock
oﬀs. God LOVES. He is the real deal. He loves us so much that He
shows us the only way to get to Him. We cannot ask Google or Siri for
a diﬀerent route. There is only one way to Him. Looking back at verse 4,
I want to ask, “Is Jesus your life?”
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Day 11: We Love God
Colossians 3:5-10: Jason Davis

The nature of something being put to death is the fact that it cannot live
any longer. That is why Jesus’ miracles were so awesome. No one had
ever been recorded calling a dead man from a tomb who had been
there four days like He did with Lazarus. Then a short time later, He
himself raised from the grave, but for the rest of history and humanity,
when something dies, there was no coming back. Paul tells us multiple
times in multiple diﬀerent letters that our sinful nature is to be put to
death. If we put to death our sinful nature, especially the list described
here, it is not meant to be resurrected. We are actually doing the exact
opposite of what is expected of us when we allow the sinful nature to
creep back into our lives, which is very point Paul makes in Romans
6:1-14, a parallel passage to this one. We must stay diligent.
Jesus says multiple times in John 14-15 “If you love Me, you will obey
My commands.” Our love for Christ is evident in the day by day
process of submission to Christ. This is the very nature of Paul’s words
in Romans 12:1-2, where he pleads with the reader to continue to be a
living sacrifice, which echo Jesus’s words in Matthew 16:24 to “deny
ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Him.”
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Day 12: We Love People
Colossians 3:10-17: Jo Ellen Ragsdale

No matter what profession you have chosen, what family you come
from, your abilities, your talents, we are all so diﬀerent, yet so alike.
God made every one of us with His enormous, gentle hands.
God made us because He loved us, and longs for us to love Him, and
to love each other as He loves us.
Years ago when I was a nurse, I was caring for an individual, who
unfortunately had very little money or knowledge as to hygiene and
cleaning of their clothing. I, humanly thought to myself, as we all
normally do, why does this person not have the ability to allow themself
to clean up? Try to imagine my human thoughts, wishing that I had left
the examining door cracked--it was pretty intense in the room with
odor.
As I continued to care for my patient, God hit me in the back of my
head. (He often does this to me, it doesn’t really hurt, but sure makes
you think!) Jo, this is how I see you if I don’t look through the shed
blood of my precious Son.
My arms began to get goosebumps, and a tear came into my eye, as
just then I realized the overwhelming love of God. I immediately looked
upon this patient with intense love for them, as I too was this person to
God.
The Bible says, if you have faith as a mustard seed; also, I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me. Why then, if we have
diﬃculty with others, can we not ask for help, and allow God to love
them through us?

We Love God Mark 12:29-30

Day 13: God Loves Us
Ephesians 3:17-19: Andrea Ragsdale

I have always believed that God has loved me from a young age, but
never really understood how much, until my first child was born. The
instant love that a parent has for their child is so special and then to
think that God sent His only son to die in our place. I can’t imagine
letting one of my own die for you. That kind of sacrificial love can only
come from a God who truly loves us.
Paul’s prayer is that we may know God’s love in our hearts. To
comprehend the height, depth, length, and breadth of His love comes
when we realize what God has done for us, but even then it’s hard to
fathom. The height of God’s love lifts us up for His eternal purpose. The
depth of His love to which he suﬀered and died on the cross for us. The
length of His love is for eternity and the breadth, His love is for
everyone. If we look at the length and breadth we see the horizontal, in
height and depth we see the vertical, and thus we see the love of God
at the cross.
Paul wants us to see, believe, and experience the love that God has for
us each and every day. Are you rooted in God’s love and drawing
nourishment from it on a daily basis? Do you truly know how much
God loves you? Does your attention, time, and money reflect God’s
overwhelming love for you?
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Day 14: We Love God
James 4:1-12: Danny Jackson

James is describing our world today. Worldliness has crept into where
we live, our work, home, even our church. The temptation is to satisfy
our own desires; my life, my way, I’ll call God when I need Him. Our
friendship with the world has caused us to commit spiritual adultery.
But, God gave us a way to change, by putting His Spirit within us.
Though He opposes the proud, He gives grace to the humble. To
submit to God is to include God in what we do. Submission is getting
our lives in alignment with the will of God. The closer we draw to God,
the closer He will be to us. This allows us to resist the devil. And just as
Jesus was able to resist the devil in Matthew 4, we can have the same
power. After forty days of prayer and fasting (drawing nearer to God) He
stood against Satan by quoting scripture. We have that same power,
but it is hard to quote what we don’t know. So humble yourself, get in
the Word, and God will draw near to you.
James 2:8 states - the Royal Law is to love your neighbor as yourself. In
order for us to show love for God, we must show love to those around
us. To slander someone with our tongue is a sin. Matthew 7 teaches
before we make judgments on others, we need to look at ourselves
first. To show our love for God we must resist the world and get
ourselves in line with God.
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Day 15: We Love People
Genesis 4:1-16: Haley Webb

“Cain attacked his brother and killed him,” as Genesis 4:8 reads. How
does he kill him? The text doesn’t say, and we also don’t know
whether it was intentional or not.
A theory Jason Davis said is that he grabbed a rock and threw it at
Abel. Is it possible that he only meant to hurt his brother, not kill him?
However, choices have consequences. God cursed Cain, but being the
forgiving and gracious God He is, He showed compassion towards
Cain by protecting him.
Isn’t that what happens to us? We get mad and without thinking, we
hurl hurtful things at somebody, causing them to die inside. We didn’t
mean for them to take that comment that way or to begin a gossip
session, but the words snowballed into something hurtful. We’re really
not that much diﬀerent from Cain, and like Cain, we desperately need
and receive God’s compassion. What’s even more like Cain is the fact
that our sin caused someone to die - Jesus.
Anger and jealousy can consume us and cause us to do and say things
we would have never done otherwise. That’s what triggered Cain’s
actions to murder Abel. Paul says in Ephesians, “In your anger, do not
sin.” Do our actions lead in a positive or negative direction? Let’s
strive to go in love and reverse the eﬀect of anger Cain had. Jesus
didn’t die for us to discourage others from church, but to welcome
them in.
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Day 16: God Loves Us
Numbers 6:22-27: Kevin Wildman

The blessing of verses 24-26 have been familiar to me for a long time.
I’ve heard other Christians speak this blessing over each other, and I’ve
known that it was a blessing that the priests would pronounce over the
people of Israel.
Last April I noticed something that had not grabbed my attention
before; the priests didn’t pronounce this blessing because it was their
desire, rather God instructed them to pronounce it because it is His
desire for humanity. Let that sink in for a moment.
God wants to bless you, to keep you, to shine His face upon you, to be
gracious to you, to show you favor, and to give you peace. The word
here for peace is shalom, and carries much more than our word peace.
Shalom is a wholeness, completeness, and well being (see John 10:10).
If you are to understand God’s love for you, you have to allow some
truths to become reality in your mind. You are created in God’s image.
God loves you. God desires for your relationship with Him to be
restored. God desires for you to have shalom, and shalom is possible.
If you are anything like me you can struggle with these truths, so I’d like
you to write your name in the spaces below.
I, ________, am created in God’s image. I, ________, am loved by God.
God desires to restore the image bearing capacity of ________. God
wants for ________ to have a life of shalom.
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Day 17: We Love God
Galatians 2:20: Kylie Myers

To love God the way that He loves us is no easy feat as it requires
complete commitment and surrender as we undergo the crucifixion of
our spiritual selves. To be spiritually crucified means to put to death all
unholy earthly desires and practices while being mocked and ridiculed
by the world. This is a long and excruciating death that costs us our
reputation, pride, time, money, and life. By doing this we open
ourselves up to God and the Holy Spirit and allow Him to live in us and
take complete control of our lives.
To be willing to give God control of our lives, we must have faith that
He is who He says He is and that only He can save us from hell and
give us eternal life in heaven. To prove that we have faith in Him, we
must confess our sins, repent, be baptized, and follow His commands
for the rest of our lives. We know that this is the way God deserves and
desires to be loved by us because it is how Jesus first showed us He
loved us when He was crucified for our sins. When He rose again three
days later, demonstrated that our spiritual deaths are not in vain and
they are for our redemption and for eternal life with Him in heaven.
Consider these things as you commit to loving God fully in everything
you do.
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Day 18: We Love People
John 13:34-35: Melissa Bush

“As I have loved you…” When I read this verse, those words stopped
me in my tracks. Before I share my thoughts, take a moment and
consider this: How has Jesus loved you?
Here are some of the things that came to me…
Jesus has loved me…when I was “unlovable”, disobedient, divided in
my aﬀections, selfish, angry, bitter, jealous, in sin, impatient, oﬀ
course…with patience, without limit, when I was undeserving, before I
loved him.
It’s hard enough to love others in a human way. Human love looks
something like this: To love one another…conditionally…if they are “my
kind of people”, have something to oﬀer me in return, have my
interests, come from my background, and like me back.
Human love is to love when it is easy, I want to, I feel like it, and the
other person is easy to love. Human love is convenient, allows for
selfish motives, preferential, limited in scope and realm.
Jesus’ love is inconvenient, sacrificial, unhindered, widespread. So this
is the command, and note it is a “must” (NIV): To love just as He does.
Take a moment to think about who God is putting in your path,
particularly those who take extra eﬀort or patience, who stretch you
beyond your comfort zone, etc. Commit to pray for who comes to mind.
Often in my work as a therapist, I realize that there is a lot of darkness,
sin and hate in the world. Often when I feel weary, I ask myself “if not
me, then who?” We are to be love in a world full of hate. I can’t think of
a better way to reflect His very image.
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Day 19: God Loves Us
Romans 5:1-11: Abigail Moore

Have you ever thought you deserved something? Felt that you were
entitled to more? Well the hard truth is, we don’t deserve anything at
all. If we were to receive what we deserved, our lives would be vastly
diﬀerent than what we know.
We have gained the greatest gift of all time and most of us walk around
with no idea of its weight. Jesus suﬀered the most gruesome death and
He did it all for us. That is big.
It might be diﬃcult at times to understand this in a personal way and let
that change our steps, but we must recognize its greatness. Because of
this gift we have life. A life we did not do anything for, but a life that we
get because of God’s love.
We were sinners and Christ lived for us. We were sinners and Christ
died for us. His death and life were for us, and now we have the power
of the Holy Spirit.
What a shame it would be to not live in awe of how much of a sacrifice
Jesus made on the cross. It is absolutely unbelievable. It should take
your breath away. That love was for you. Do not ignore it; do not waste
it.
Live a life in awe of His glory and His love, and know that the same
power lives in you through the Holy Spirit. Let that move you to walk
boldly and know your value in the Lord.
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Day 20: We Love God
Romans 6:15-20: Dave Sims

We don’t like the idea that anything is controlling us and the idea of
being slaves is even more repulsive. Yet Paul makes it clear that we are
either slaves to sin or to righteousness. We may balk at this because
we don’t want to be slaves to what God wants… righteous living.
In reality, if we balk, it is partially because we don’t really believe we
were a slave to sin to begin with. Before you met Jesus, if you served
yourself and whatever you desired, then you were a slave to those
desires, a slave to yourself, a slave to sin. We are born into a world that
has us addicted to the sinful nature (ourselves) before we are even old
enough to walk. Like all addictions, admitting we have a problem is the
first step to recovery.
To love God is to let go of the sinful selfish nature and begin to learn
the rhythms of living God’s way. Any slave would gladly trade a harsh
owner for one who is gracious. Paul explains that we are by nature
serving someone, choose to make that someone God. We know that
one way we love God is to obey His commands, or to be slaves to
righteousness (that is right living before God). In every human
relationship real love is measured by time and actions, why would we
not measure our relationship with God the same way? If you love Him,
submit yourself to Him.
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Day 21: We Love People
Luke 6:27-36: George Deel

Why is it easy to feel love and compassion for a homeless person we
see on the street or a family we’ve never met who lost everything in a
fire? Yet we despise the neighbor we are convinced stole from us or
our family. Or, what about that lifelong friend who told lies about you so
they would get that promotion instead of you? God says in this
passage we are to love everyone, no matter what they have done, just
as he loves us.
When our children were growing up, my wife had them pray every day
for someone they weren’t getting along with. Our son said one day, “It’s
really hard to hate someone you’re praying for.” He got it! God doesn’t
want us to hate anyone, for any reason. He wants us to love everyone
as He loves us. Unconditionally! In this passage, we learn that if
someone hits us we are not to strike back. We are to turn the other
cheek. If they steal your coat, give them your shirt too. Do not get angry
but shower them with love, just as God loves us.
As Christians, people watch us to see how we react when something
bad happens to us. Showing love to our enemies is a powerful way to
show how God wants us to act and will usually prompt someone to
question how you could love THAT person. They just opened the door
for you to share God’s love.
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Day 22: God Loves Us
Ephesians 1:3-5: Roger McCann

On the way back from picking up a car in Columbus, Ohio, I was going
stir crazy. My truck had no radio and I had been singing to myself for a
couple of hours.
All of a sudden I sank into deep thought about my life. I was thinking,
“What if everyone knew all my thoughts, words, and everything I’ve
ever done? How would that aﬀect my life?” Well, I think I have a
general idea what the answer to that question is. I can honestly say that
if I were choosing the best people on earth to be Christians, I wouldn’t
pick myself. Thank God I am not doing the choosing, and that we have
already been chosen -- all of us.
As it says in Ephesians 1:3-5 (From the Message Translation) How
blessed is God!. . . Long before He laid down earth's foundations, He
had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of His love, to be made
whole and holy by His love. Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into
His family through Jesus Christ. (What pleasure He took in planning
this!)
These verses tell us that it brought God joy when He made the plans for
our adoption into His family, even though He knew everything about us.
So as we go about our lives, let us remember that Jesus knows
everything about each of us, and still chose us, and died for us.

God Loves Us 1John 4:9-10

Enter In: Making Room to Make Disciples
Going Forward: Gary Johnson
We have spent an enormous amount of time, energy and resources on
this campaign. I want to remind us that this represents our spiritual
lives. We spend a certain amount of time being prepared by the holy
Spirit to get us to the place that our hearts are open and receptive to
God. That’s called preparation. Then we move to the point of
acceptance, that involves repentance and baptism. The event from a
human stand point that we can look back on and say “that’s when my
life changed”. That really made a diﬀerence for me. Usually this phase
is relatively short and somewhat emotional. Then we move to the
growth phase. Where we are being shaped into the image of Jesus.
This phase is for most of us the longest as far as time is concerned.
This is the phase where the eﬀort to submit to God, the eﬀort to
change, the eﬀort to follow and sacrifice for Him, lasts and lasts and
lasts. You see there comes a time in our lives where living for Jesus is
hard, some of the things we have done up to this point has been
relatively easy. Now the constant doing, praying, serving, giving and
following becomes hard. It’s the grind of following Jesus that is
overwhelming at times.
It’s just like life. You have the conception and incubation in the womb.
That’s the preparation time. You have the birth, that’s the repentance
and baptism. These are both necessary for life. Then you have the living
part. The dependence on others for our very care and nourishment. The
learning and failing to walk. Time and time again. The learning to eat.
The going to preschool, grade school, jr. high and then high school.
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Enter In: Making Room to Make Disciples
Going Forward: Gary Johnson
College, post graduate work, and the job. You become an assistant, a
gofer, and then you are entrusted with a few things and then more and
more until you learn to do it on your own. Then you become a foreman,
or a supervisor or a lead person in your area. Then you become a
master tradesman of your occupation. It all takes time. It’s the grind of
life.
In the middle of the process we think we will never get there. We
wonder if we will ever make it. We are often tempted to give up, to give
in to the grind.
I want to encourage you. Don’t give up on yourself, nor on the
leadership of Sterling Christian Church, and most certainly don’t give
up on God. The everyday doing of life, the grind of it all will pull us
down if we allow it. That’s why we need each other. To grab hold of
each other, to encourage each other, to walk this path together.
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Office & Youth Center:
109 North Eagle Street
Veedersburg, IN 47987
Worship Center:
701 South Sterling Avenue
Veedersburg, IN 47987

Worship Services:
9:00am Traditional
10:30am Contemporary
6:00pm Contemporary

